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LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 In the Winter of ‘21 we have seen snow and the continuing pandemic.  

Yet the Shoreline Greenway Trail never stops bringing people together  

in a socially distanced way. The birds fly through the trees, dogs bark,  

and we all have the chance to get outside. Soon Spring will be upon us,  

and until then I hope this newsletter keeps you informed and connected.  

 

See you on the trail. 

 

Aziz Dehkan 



 

LOCAL SUPPORT FOR SHORELINE GREENWAY TRAIL 

 

ONE WORLD COFFEE IN EAST HAVEN  

One World Coffee in East Haven has partnered with Shoreline Greenway 

Trail to sell their One World Coffee. A percentage of the profits will go to 

Shoreline. Enjoy your morning cup!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEDALS SMOOTHIE & JUICE BAR IN DURHAM 

Dedicated to bringing people together over 

delicious and nutritious beverages and  

smoothie bowls. This is an in-house artwork  

by a Pedals employee to advertise  

their newest addition to the menu!  

 



 

 
Route 146 Corridor Study 

 Shoreline Greenway Trail Response  
November 25, 2020 

 
Shoreline Greenway Trail, Inc. has become aware of the Public                
Information meeting to be held on December 1st regarding the Route  
146 corridor study between Branford and Guilford. 
 
 We recognize that the purpose of this meeting is to provide input for  
the Study Advisory Committee (SAC) recommendations for improvements 
to traffic operations, safety, and locations with frequent flooding and  
future sea level rise throughout this area.  Since the primary purpose of 
our organization is to work with towns to advocate for the development 
of the Shoreline Greenway Trail between Lighthouse Point Park and  
Hammonasset Beach State Park, our main interest is in speaking to  
concerns for bicycle and pedestrian safety along Route 146.   
 
 Shoreline Greenway Trail joins with other groups in Branford and Guilford 
in valuing the preservation of Route 146 as a designated scenic highway 
and historic district. Since it is also a state designated bike route, it draws 
bike riders from the regional area and beyond. This makes traffic calming 
and reduced speeding a high priority. Our organization urges that any 
modifications to Route 146 should be in keeping with preserving its scenic 
and historic character. 
 
Route 146 between Branford and Guilford was included in the 2010  
Stantec Engineering feasibility study for the Shoreline Greenway Trail 
prepared for the South Central Council of Governments. As the towns  
of East Haven, Branford, and Madison, continue to develop sections of  
the proposed Shoreline Greenway Trail, and as more and more people 
turn to cycling for recreation and transit, bicycle use of this stretch of  
146 will inevitably increase.  



 

 
Route 146 Corridor Study 

 Shoreline Greenway Trail Response  
November 25, 2020 (continued) 

 
We urge the Study Advisory Committee to take this into consideration  
as they develop their recommendations. We believe that this section of 
Route 146 should be primarily intended for the use of local traffic, tourists 
visiting in response to its historic and scenic designation, and bicyclists. It  
is not, nor should it be, a road used for speedy automobile transit between 
Branford and Guilford.  
 
With the above in mind, we make the following suggestions: 
 
• Preserve the historic and scenic character of Rt 146 
• “Share the Road” signs should be placed frequently along this route 
• A steady speed limit of 25 mph should be maintained 
• Signage for No Thru Truck Traffic 
• Consideration for speed bumps in critical areas 
• Inclusion of bicycle/pedestrian lanes in any modifications made to  
• address flooding issues 
• The addition of bicycle/pedestrian lanes wherever feasible 
• The use of sharrows in areas where the road is so narrow that there  
                 is no verge for bicycles to use  

 
 In closing, we would like to express our appreciation that SCRCOG, DOT,  
and the towns of Branford and Guilford are addressing this important issue. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Shoreline Greenway Trail. Inc 
Aziz Dehkan, Executive Director 
Judith Miller, Ph.D. Chair 



 

MADISON  
Town Team Chair Virginia Raff 
 
The water station is installed although the park has turned the water  

off for the winter. We received a larger grant than we expected so we  

were able to include the doggy dish. The park did the plumbing and  

cement work. I did the report to REI with profuse thanks.  

 

We have done a lot of clean up from storm debris and damage. 

Patty McKeon, whom some of you may remember from the old  

Outreach Committee, has organized planting some daffodil gardens  

along the trail in memory of a friend of hers who liked to walk the trail. 

 

There has been some activity toward a connection with Clinton although 

significant obstacles remain.  

 
GUILFORD  
Town Team Chair Pam Bisbee-Simonds  
  

In November, Safe Streets hired the Schmidt Design Group of Milford  

to evaluate all Guilford roads and sidewalks, with the goal to improve  

pedestrian or cyclist safety and access.   

 

Safe Streets is seeking public input, involvement and collaboration. We 

need to find an SGT supporter willing to actively participate. 

 

There are two road improvement plans presented this past month in  

Guilford that will impact safer biking and walking in Guilford. On  

December 1, I joined the virtual public meeting held by SCRCOG  and  

DOT to present their initial ideas for improving traffic on Route 146 in 

Branford and Guilford. I was pleased to have our executive director,  

Aziz Dehkan, speak for SGT, and present our suggestions re the Route 146 

corridor. We were encouraged to hear a positive statement about SGT’s 

support from First Selectman Matt Hoey on the Zoom. 



 

BRANFORD 
Town Team Chair Judith Miller 
 

Led by Leo Cristofar, the Branford Team held our annual Get the  

Children Outside walk on Saturday, January 2nd. Despite the threatened  

rain, the weather was sunny and pleasant. We were all glad to escape 

cabin fever! Parking at the Tabor Drive kiosk parking area, we set off  

on the Tabor Trail section, walked along Chet’s Pond, admiring the  

water birds, traced the labyrinth,  and proceeded up to Ecology Park. 

The views of Long Island Sound, Branford Center, and Short Beach  

were spectacular on a fine winter day.  

 
 
 

EAST HAVEN 
Town Team Chair Barbara Brow 
 

Trail development in East Haven is moving forward. The town selected  

BL Companies for the design phase to extend the trail approximately  

1.85 miles westward and southerly to East Haven’s shoreline, Cosey  

Beach Avenue. The design phase will utilize federal and state grant  

funds awarded for Shoreline Greenway Trail. We are pleased to report  

BL Companies completed the survey work and anticipates the design  

will be finished in the Fall. 

 

In addition, the East Haven Public Service Department, under the direc-

tion of the town engineer will extend the completed trail off Elliot Street 

400 ft. to Elliot Street.  
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F A R M RIVER STATE PARK M A D I S O N

EAST H A V E N

populations and underserved communities, including those 

further inland and up the watershed that need to travel to the 

coast.

Giving more people the chance to experience the Sound is 

essential to advancing the goal of protecting the estuary. Of 

Connecticut's 332 miles of coastline, estimates suggest only 

36% is publicly owned. Our public beaches-such as those 

at Hammonasset  State Park-are well-used, and few and 

far between for a state that hosts one of the densest coastal 

populations in the country.

Walking farther along the trail that fall day, I encountered another 

local couple walking their dog who also use the Hammonasset 

section often. They noted that this past summer when the capacity 

of the park was reduced to allow for social distancing, visitors 

parked nearby in residential neighborhoods (until "no parking" 

signs went up). Others used a local town  park and walked along 

the narrow shoulder of Route 1. Clearly people  want to get to the 

coast, and Long Island Sound, and finding safe trails is key.

But the challenges are considerable. Private property along the 

coast is expensive, and shoreline towns rely on the property taxes 

these parcels generate. Private land owners who are willing to 

provide public access across their property may reconsider when 

faced with the potential for liability if someone is hurt, and there 

can be concern (justifiable or not) about property damage. Even 

Amtrak has been unwilling to take on liability for public access to 

its admittedly preeminent piece of real estate through the coastal 

landscape.

Clockwise from top: Perching ospreys and views of the Farm River greet walkers on the 

Farm River State Park trail section, as dog-walkers, runners and roller-bladers pass views of 

tidal marshes on the Madison portion. On the Branford section, Judy Miller has led efforts 

there, where a labyrinth and fresh water pond can be found along the path. In East Haven, 

Barbarba Brow has been helping provide access through woodlands for cyclists, hikers and 

others. Photos: Teala Avery, Judy Benson, Judy Preston

BRANFORD  
Foll/Winter 2020-21 • 19



 

 

We hope you enjoyed  

this edition of the  

Shoreline Greenway Trail 

Newsletter. 

 

Watch for our next newsletter! 
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