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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Twenty years! The Shoreline Greenway Trail has reached 

a milestone of twenty years of being open to the public 

through State Parks, trails and roads. Literally hundreds of 

thousands of you have walked, biked, and joined in activities 

with us on the Trail.

This Annual Report is special as we look back and forward to 

20 more years. We bid a massive ‘Thank You’ to Judy Miller, 

our outgoing Board Chair, (though fortunately she remains 

as the Branford Town Leader) and welcome Dan Buckley 

as the new Board Chair.  Dan brings a fresh set of ideas, 

enthusiasm, and vision on what the next twenty years might 

look like. You most likely have met him on the trail, at one or 

more Masters Series trail walks, which he initiated, at First 

Saturday Walks, and at other SGT gatherings.

As the Executive Director, I look forward to working with 

Dan and our Board on how we can improve the trail, expand 

our footprint, and realize connections into New Haven and 

Clinton. 

Thanks to all of you who have been our friends and partners 

these past twenty years. In 2023 we intend to find more 

ways to meet and greet you. 

- Aziz Dehkan

Shoreline Greenway Trail 20th Anniversary Celebration

On September 25th 2022 we celebrated the 20th Anniversary 
of the Shoreline Greenway Trail at Hammonasset State Park, 

which brought together the founding members, volunteers and 
special guests, and the four towns of East Haven,  

Branford, Guilford and Madison. 

With over 60 people attending, we had delicious food by 
Clinton’s Pica Chica Taco, wine by Mt. Carmel Wine & Spirits, 

Stony Creek Brewery beer, and homemade desserts by  
SGT Board members. 

We thank Zane’s Cycles for their wonderful bicycle and the 
three-month gift membership from Soundview YMCA for door 

prizes. Additional thanks to Guilford Racquet & Swim Club, 
Coffee Roasters and Guilford Savings Bank.

Above all else, thank you everyone who participated, and 
continue to support the trail and to everyone who helped  
make our 20th Anniversary Celebration so outstanding!



LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Hello! I’d like to introduce myself as the new 
Chair of the SGT. Since returning to Connecticut 
and joining SGT and the Madison team, I’ve 
quickly learned about the history, vision, and 
accomplishment that it has enjoyed.

Let me begin by thanking Judy Miller for her 
excellent leadership, stewardship and mentorship 
during her tenure as Chair for 7.5 years, preceded 
by the founding Chair, Chip Angle. In that time, 
Judy oversaw many great developments including 
the addition of trail sections in Madison, Branford 
and East Haven while growing the regional 
nature of the trail and its connections with New 
Haven and Clinton. Her knowledge, passion, and 
collaborative nature have truly benefited our 
organization. She is a hard act to follow. Rest 
assured; I will continue to work closely with her 
going forward.

Many of you help tremendously making the 
vision a reality. Whether it be our valued 
volunteers, our municipal partners, our Board 
of Directors, or simply the trail users, it’s a team 
effort and nothing happens without you!
In that vein, we have a new Vice Chair, Matt 
Lieber from the East Haven team, bringing a 
wealth of knowledge, community experience, 
and inclusive attitude from which we will all 
benefit. Aziz Dehkan continues as Executive 
Director, joined by Treasurer, Brad Kronstat; 
Secretary, Tracey Brooks; Membership team of 
Dan Goddard and Sue Stacey; doing our social 

media, Kirstin Dudley, and especially our Town 
Chairs.  All in all, a great group of people who 
help turn our vision into reality. This year saw 
the beginning of our Intern program with Reese 
Berman who helped during the summer while 
also co-interning with the Guilford Safe Streets 
Task Force.

Many more important details 
and acknowledgements are 
highlighted in the Town Reports, 
outlined below.

Let me add some perspective  
to all the work going on at the 
town level.

Many initiatives are underway 
within our 25-mile, end-to-end 
vision. We have approximately 6 
miles of off-road sections (almost 
25%). There are approximately 2 
miles in the shovel-ready phase 
and 4.8 miles in the proposal/
developmental phase while working with State 
and Town officials and Town Teams to bring it all 
together. This would bring us to almost 50% of 
the entire trail!  Some of this will be on shared, 
public roadway at first but our vision remains 
intact of moving off-road wherever possible and 
in the future.

We are constantly looking for new routes and 
partners, and in some cases reviewing past 
projects that may be possible to renew.

Financial Health: Our Annual Appeal letter will be 
mailed shortly, and we hope you will continue to 
support us as you so generously have in the past. 
If you’re a first-time supporter, we appreciate all 
and any support. Please know that as you  
enjoy the trail, your efforts have helped make  
it possible.

Membership: You are our most 
valued asset going hand-in-hand with 
this beautiful trail. Just under 3,000 
people receive our email updates 
and newsletters. Going forward, we 
will focus on increasing membership, 
resources, and energy that are needed 
to further our work. What a beautiful 
community we have.

Trail Usage: The trails continue to 
see high levels of usage. We track 
usage at the Hammonasset section in 
Madison with a UConn Census infra-
red counter (approximately 96,000 
trips annually) plus manual counts in 

each town by our summer intern. All this helps us 
when we go to our partners to demonstrate the 
high level of usage that the trail experiences and 
could offer.

Trail Route and self-guided tours:  We now have 
a complete 25-mile trail route map, offered, as 
a handout as well as online with turn-by-turn 

directions; (several of us rode the entire route this 
summer with the help of the new map) and also 
have several self-guided tours online as well!

Social Media: Our Facebook and Instagram 
accounts see lots of activity and let us 
communicate events and activities. Our Master 
Series is full of incredible experts, which you will 
read more about further on in this report. Follow 
us on Facebook, Instagram(@) and our website 
www.shorelinegreenwaytrail.org.

In the coming year, we plan to conduct a user 
survey, a major fundraising event, and a potential 
“SGT 25” bike ride.

It is truly an exciting time to be part of the 
Shoreline Greenway Trail! I ask you to join me 
as we step into 2023. I welcome your ideas, 
suggestions or comments. I can always be reached 
at danbuckley@shorelinegreenwaytrail.org.

It’s great to meet you, thank you again, and enjoy 
this overview of our activities!

See you on the trail!
- Dan Buckley
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