Accessing the Shoreline Greenway Trail without a car

As an important piece of recreational infrastructure on the Connecticut coast, it's important
for us at Shoreline Greenway Trail that everyone has access to, and feels comfortable using
our trail. As part of this, we want to ensure that even those who don’t have a car understand
how to access the gems of our greenway, as well as understand how they can access the
full route.

Therefore, as part of our 2025 internship programme our interns Daisy and Lillian have
investigated what it looks like to get to the trail without a car.

Using the Train

We’re lucky that almost mirroring the route of our trail, is the Shoreline East Railroad.
Reaching between New London and New Haven, the route stops at four of the five towns in
our greenway system: New Haven, Branford, Guilford and Madison. You can access the
timetable here to plan your day, and your bike is always welcome on the train! Here are
some recommendations to getting on the trail from the trainline:

Exploring the Madison Trail

If you are planning on cycling from the Eastern Madison Trailhead of Shoreline Greenway
Trail, you can easily reach the path from Clinton train station. The journey takes less than 10
minutes, and sees you turning right out of the Clinton station onto Route One.

You simply take Route One towards Madison and after 1.5 miles turn left, following signage,
into the Shoreline Greenway Trail parking lot. The left turn happens just after Dunkin and
Lenny and Joe’s Fish Market. Aside from a portion immediately in downtown Clinton, there is
a generous shoulder on this road, allowing you to bike outside of the normal traffic flow.
However, this is still a main road, so we recommend caution and awareness of cars,
particularly when turning left into the trail.

Reaching the Branford Trail

The entrance to the Tabor trail section of the Shoreline Greenway Trail is easily accessible
by bike from the Branford section. It's 1.5 miles from the Branford station. When you leave
the station, you must follow Indian Neck Avenue past the Stony Creek Brewery and over the
river. When the road ends Route 146, you must take a left and soon after take the next right
on Ark Road. The trailhead for the Branford section is at the end of the road and the cycle
takes under 10 minutes.

Getting on the trail route at Guilford

Although there is not an off-road trail section in Guilford, the proposed trail route in the town
is very near to the train station. For both cyclists and pedestrians, the route can reach each
easily from the station by leaving the station on the north platform and following the Old
Whitfiield and then Whitfield Road until you hit the Guilford Green. The trail travels along the



south edge of the green on Route 146 - from here you can follow the route either east
towards Madison or west towards Branford.

Connecting with the New Haven Trailhead

If you want to join the trail from its most western point, you can easily reach it by bike, or by
walking, from New Haven Union station. For both routes, you should turn right out of the
main station building, and follow Union Avenue until you hit Water Street, just after the
highway bridge. Turn right onto Water Street. On the left hand side of this street is a
sidewalk, and on the right is a completely separated bike lane. Follow this road to the river,
and the bridge over route 1, where the Shoreline Greenway Trail officially begins.

The stretch of road from Union Avenue to Water Street is where the Shoreline Greenway
Trail meets the Farmington Canal trail. From this section you can also join up with the cycle
paths along Long Wharf - which is part of the much larger East Coast Greenway.

Using the Buses

New Haven

To get to the New Haven trailhead, and the section in East shore, you can get either the 204
or 206 bus - both of which stop at the Green. The 204 bus continues to East Haven, and can
be used to access the New Haven ‘trail head’ on Water Street just before the Route 1 bridge.
The 206 bus takes you through the East Shore very near to the Shoreline Greenway trail

route. You can exit the bus at any point and easily join up with the trail.

Note: As New Haven buses these buses should always have bike racks on the front on the
bus.

See the 204 and 206 bus map here.

Additionally, the Yale Shuttle runs frequently throughout the day, and is available for free for
those living in New Haven. The shuttle does not travel along the trail route, but many
services go via Union Station, allowing you to easily walk to the New Haven trail head.
However, please note bicycles cannot be taken on the Yale Shuttle.

See the Shuttle live map here.

East Haven

To get to the East Haven trail section in Farm River State Park we recommend using buses
204/204M. The 204 bus can drop you off on Short Beach road, near the northern trailhead
for the Farm River State Park Trail. The 204M bus takes a detour to East Haven’s town
beach where you can meet up with our sidewalk/sharrows trail segment on Coe Avenue.

Note: As New Haven buses these buses should always have bike racks on the front on the
bus.



See the 204 and 206 bus map here.

Branford

To get the bus to the Branford trail, you can use the 201 bus. This stops at the Branford town
green, which is a 7 minute cycle, and 27 minute walk, from the Tabor Drive trailhead. This
bus is an express bus that stops in New Haven, Branford, Guilford and Madison.

Note: As a New Haven bus, the bus should always have bike racks on the front of the bus.

See the 201 bus map here.

Guilford

Much like Branford, the trail running through Guilford can be reached on the 201 express
bus that stops on the northern edge of the Guilford Green. This means the bus is stopping
very close to the trail route that passes along the southern edge of the Guilford Green. This
bus is an express bus that stops in New Haven, Branford, Guilford and Madison.

Note: As a New Haven bus, the bus should always have bike racks on the front of the bus.

See the 201 bus map here.

However, Guilford can also be visited by the Xtra Mile Service run by River Valley Transit.
Using their app you can request a ride to any part of the Guilford trail from anywhere in
Madison or Guilford for $1.75.

Learn more about the service here.

Madison

Once again, the Madison section of trail can be visited using the express 201 bus. Here the
bus drops you off at the Scranton Gazebo, which is a 29 minute walk and an 8 minute cycle
from the Western Trailhead of the Madison trail section by Hammonasset. This bus is an
express bus that stops in New Haven, Branford, Guilford and Madison.

Note: As a New Haven bus, the bus should always have bike racks on the front of the bus.

See the 201 bus map here.

Additionally, for those coming from Middletown can take the 645 bus which also drops you
off at the Scranton Gazebo - an 8 minute cycle or 29 minute walk from the Western
Trailhead.

However, another bus takes you even closer. Both the River Valley Transit 641A/B can drop
you off next to the Eastern Trailhead. This bus comes from Old Saybrook, or can be

transferred to the Scranton Gazebo from either the 201 or 645.

See the bus map for the 645 and 641A/B here.




Like Guilford, Madison can also be visited by the Xtra Mile Service run by River Valley
Transit. Using their app you can request a ride to any part of the Madison trail from
anywhere in Madison or Guilford for $1.75.

Learn more about the service here.

Finally, in the summer you can use the Clinton Trolley between Memorial Day and Labor
Day to access the eastern Madison trailhead as it takes users between Clinton town centre
and Hammonasset state park. This is a free service! And is ideal as it links up with the train
station in Clinton if you were to transfer from the train to the trolley.

Learn more about the Clinton Trolley’s map and schedule here.

There you have it! Many ways to access the Shoreline Greenway Trail without a car. Let us
know if you've used any of these routes - and how you found it! We want as many people to
be able to access our wonderful trail as possible.



